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Much of the background on Riemann surfaces and Fuchsian groups can be found in [19],
with [10] a more advanced alternative. For groups acting on the hyperbolic plane, especially the
modular group and its subgroups, see [31]. For groups acting on more general surfaces see [46],
or [27] which deals with this topic in the wider context of combinatorial group theory. For covering
space theory (in Topology), see [32, 33].

For maps on surfaces, see [18], or Chapter 8 of [9]. Hypermaps were introduced by Cori in [6],
and the theory was developed by him and Machı̀; see [7] for an excellent survey. The link with
bipartite maps is due to Walsh [42].

Dessins were introduced in 1984 by Grothendieck in a set of notes [15] which were circulated
but not published until 1997. (He withdrew from the mathematical community soon after writing
those notes, and died in 2014.) See [13, 21, 25] for detailed accounts.

There are many good books on general Group Theory: my favourites are [30] and [36]. The
same remark applies to Galois Theory; I like [37] (the 2nd edition is much better than the 1st). The
best source for the finite simple groups is [43]; for profinite groups see [35]. Conder, who proved
in [4] that all but finitely many alternating groups are Hurwitz groups, has written two excellent
surveys on Hurwitz groups in [5, 8].
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